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herself in the matter very modestly/' he said;
" and in order to let it be seen that his intentions
and affection were honourable, he intended in
future only to speak to her in the presence of some
of her relatives/' Cromwell, moreover, was turned
out of a convenient apartment to which secret
access could be obtained from the King's quarters,
in order that Sir Edward Seymour, now Viscount
Beauchamp, and his wife should be lodged there,
and facility thus given for the King's virtuous
billing and cooing with Jane, whilst saving the
proprieties.
When it was too late, even Anne attempted
to desert her own political party and to rally to
the side of the Emperor, whether because she
understood the indulgent way in which the latter
now regarded her union with Henry, or whether
from mere desperation at the ruin impending,
it is not easy to say. But the conspiracy for her
destruction had already gone too far when the
Emperor's diplomatic instructions came to his
ambassador.1 It was understood now at Court
that the King intended somehow to get rid of
his doubtful wife and marry another woman, and
Cromwell, with a hypocritical smile behind his
hand, whispered to Chapuys that though the King
might divorce Anne he would live more virtuously
in future. When the imperial ambassador with his
master's friendly replies to Henry's advances saw
the Kong at Greenwich on the i8th April 1536
the Court was all smiles for him, and Anne des-
perately clutched at the chance of making friends